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journey from the Periyar Dam in the evening when Nature herself was also returning to her calm and peace, we were not only enthralled by the naked beauty of the locality, but also by frequent sights of a herd of elephants aimlessly moving from one place to another, an antelope coming to the edge of the shores and sipping Heaven's liquid, yonder a number of bison feeding on the towering grass, still beyond a collection of spotted deer gleefully playing in the thick bushes, raising their head at the slightest suspicion of human voice, and trying to run away, a ferocious panther challenging, as it were, an attack from any human being but always ready to run away and thus elude its possible enemy, a savage-looking wild dog anxious for a nice feed of some human being. These are sights which can be had no where on this planet. God has specially blessed Travancore in the happy situation of this National Park where no roads are necessary, even were it possible, for one to go round. Another distracting factor is that a drive through the roads will certainly scare away the animal. On the other hand, the boat journey besides being comfortable and enjoyable, enables a sight of Wild Life in all its forms. It was truly a prophetic vision which discovered these veritable beauty spots which have been made a National Park. For, long before the idea ever dawned of a National Park, these tracts were the favoured region for shikar, and distinguished visitors like Oommanders-in Chief, India, Provincial Governors and Viceroys have been here with their hunting accoutrements. I have gone over these regions more than once in the course of my journalistic work. They beggar description and are above praise. Any visitor or tourist who does not see these sequestered regions will have missed a most glorious spot created by God for man's enjoyment. There is motor road all through till the edge of the Lake with Rest Houses at convenient places where one can stay comfortably.